Honourable MPP,

The existing Ambulance Services Collective-Bargaining Act (ASCBA) indicates that paramedics are merely 75% essential. This legislation is 19 years old and fails the needs of Ontarians. It must change.

The metric can also be interpreted as 25% of our 1.75 million patients in Ontario are not essential enough to receive medical or trauma care from paramedics. In other words, 437,500 patients each year are not clinically important to government.

Paramedics need to be 100% essential.

Ontario Paramedics and the public are calling on government and our legislators to implement immediate change:

1. Change the ASCBA language from 75% to 100% essential
1. Declare that “paramedics” are essential under Ontario Regulation 50/20
1. Add “paramedics” to Ontario's List of Essential Services pursuant to the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act
1. Appropriately engage the 6 respective unions representing paramedics (CUPE, OPSEU, SIEU, UFCW, UNIFOR & CIPP)

These are important changes that would better serve 1.75 million Ontarians who rely on paramedics for life-saving emergency health care each and every year. 

The Ontario Paramedic Association is unwavering in our commitment to protect patients and paramedics as we work alongside government to combat COVID-19. We are loyal to the same objectives and working towards the same goals; primarily the health and safety of the public during this evolving pandemic.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We ask that you please table this critical issue in the Ontario Legislature and repeal the Ambulance Services Collective Bargaining Act to be replaced with legislation that makes paramedics 100% essential to every community in Ontario.

With respect,
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